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MAY IS HISTORY MONTH...
Like all country towns, Kapunda is full of history. Many people make up the fabric of a town. 
One of Kapunda’s most famous residents is Sir Sidney Kidman.

Kidman spent many years in Kapunda, having married local school teacher Isabel Brown 
Wright in 1885. Isabel and Sidney lived at Bald Hills in the north of Kapunda for 15 years 
before purchasing Lanark House on the western side of town in 1901. Lanark House was 
renamed Eringa after one of Kidman’s cattle stations.

Isabel’s uncle, Andrew Thomson, later went to work for Kidman as his accountant after retir-
ing as a storekeeper. The Kapunda Library and 
Visitor Information Centre are homed inside 
the  Thomson Building at 51-53 Main Street 
and carry a range of items highlighting the life 
of Sir Sidney Kidman. 

The link between Kidman and Thomson 
continues with the Kidman Exhibition by 
Christo Reid now occupying the first floor of 
the Thomson Building.

Why not come and explore the exhibition?

Kidman Exhibition, upstairs in the Thomson Building

Thomson Building

DON’T FORGET OUR DIGITAL TRAINING SESSIONS...
Tech Savvy Seniors is fun and friendly technology training for people in the 60+ age group. Sessions 
are being held at the Freeling Library and Hewett Community Centre this month. Why not book your-
self in and come along?

Digital Springboard sessions are aimed at anyone that wants to improve their digital skills. Check out 
the great courses being held at the Freeling and Kapunda branches of the library.

Latest class schedules available at: library.light.sa.gov.au/learn
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LOCAL AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT...

Rosanne Hawke

Rosanne is an award winning author born in Penola 
who now calls Kapunda home. She’s written more 
than 25 books for young adults and children and 
taught Creative Writing at Tabor College in Adelaide. 
Rosanne has a PhD in Creative Writing and creates 
fascinating stories about culture, faith, relationships, 
music, displacement and belonging.

Some of Rosanne’s achievements include being short-
listed for the Australian Aurealis Awards and Kanga 
Awards Focus List. Her book ‘Quest of the Porcelain 
Doll’ made the Children’s Book Council of Australia 
Notable Book list and she has won awards for ‘Across 
the Creek’ and ‘Taj and the Great Camel Trek’. Recog-
nised by Tabor College Adelaide with an Award for 
Teaching Excellence, Rosanne has also been awarded 
a ‘Citation for Outstanding Contribution to Student 
Learning’, the 2006 Carclew Fellowship and the 2014 
Nance Donkin Award. Rosanne is an official ‘Bard of 
Cornwall’. Her latest book, written with her daughter 
Lenore Penner, is ‘Chandani and the Ghost of the For-
est’, and will be released in May.

Rosanne’s books are available for loan from all three of 
our library branches and for purchase at the Kapunda 
Visitor Information Centre.

FROM THE BOOKSHELVES...
The Only Woman In The Room 
by Marie Benedict 

She was beautiful. She 
was a genius. Could 
the world handle 
both? A powerful, illu-
minating novel about 
Hedy Lamarr. 

Hedy Kiesler is lucky. 
Her beauty leads to 
a starring role in a 
controversial film and 
marriage to a power-

ful Austrian arms dealer, allowing her to 
evade Nazi persecution despite her Jew-
ish heritage. But Hedy is also intelligent. 
At lavish Vienna dinner parties, she over-
hears the Third Reich’s plans. One night in 
1937, desperate to escape her controlling 
husband and the rise of the Nazis, she 
disguises herself and flees her husband’s 
castle.

She lands in Hollywood, where she be-
comes Hedy Lamarr, screen star. But 
Hedy is keeping a secret even more 
shocking than her Jewish heritage: she is a 
scientist. She has an idea that might help 
the country and that might ease her guilt 
for escaping alone -- if anyone will listen 
to her. 

A powerful novel based on the incredible 
true story of the glamour icon and scien-
tist whose groundbreaking invention rev-
olutionized modern communication, The 
Only Woman in the Room is a masterpiece.

Available at both Freeling and Kapunda 
Branches (Large Print at Kapunda)

Review from “Goodreads” - https://www.
goodreads.com/book/show/39971465-the-
only-woman-in-the-room

KIDS CORNER...
Lego Digital Designer is 
a free program that al-
lows anyone to build just 
about anything using 
digital Lego pieces. Our 
Lego Digital Designers 
come along to the Freel-
ing Library each week to 
complete challenges us-
ing Lego Digital Designer 
software.

This is a supervised ac-
tivity and spaces are 
limited. For ages 8+

Mondays 3:30 - 4:30pm

Wiggle & Giggle Baby 
Bounce and Rhyme 
sessions are held each 
Thursday during school 
terms at the Kapunda Li-
brary. Starting at 10 am, 
sessions usually run for 
about 30 minutes. Suita-
ble for ages 0-3 yrs al-
though older children are 
welcome too!

KAPUNDA LIBRARY IS STARTING A 
REGULAR BOOK CLUB...
If you enjoy discovering new books, meeting new people, 
sharing lively conversation and would like to be involved 
in the book club, please give your details to one of our 
library staff. Times and dates to be confirmed.

Email library@light.sa.gov.au or phone 08 8525 3290


